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Blue Knights CA XVII 
P.O. Box 5197 

           Ventura, CA 93005 
 

óAs A Blue Knight I pledge to act with honor and pride to promote motorcycling 
and motorcycle safety by being an example of the safe use, operation and 
enjoyment of motorcycles.  I will work at all times to improve the relationship 
between the motorcycling law enforcement community and the general public.  
The fraternal spirit will always guide me in relating to other Blue Knights.ô 
 

Members in Attendance: 
 

 Larry Meyers, Mark Boltinhouse, George Conahey, Tom Convery, Ed Tumbleson, Ron 
Large, Tony Biter, Ken Cozzens, Dick Diaz, Keith Lazz, and Dan Kiernan. 

                   
Old business:  

¶ Elections of officers were held.  A motion was made to continue into 2008 with the same 

club officers as 2007.  The motion was seconded and carried.  Larry Meyers then returned 

from the restroom to a round of applause.  When he asked what all the fuss was about, 

everyone said, ñOh, nothing.ò  (Not really, there were no objections from the existing 

officers.)  Our new Safety Officer, Ed Tumbleson, offered ride safety advice.  One that can 

be mentioned here:  Ride Your Own Ride!  When riding together, if you see a ride leader in 

front make a lane change, do not change lanes as he did without clearing your way of traffic 

into that lane.  There may be a car there.  Ed continued to say that following riders should not 

develop a herd mentality and move as one group because other drivers do not necessarily see 

motorcyclists that way.  If we leave room for a vehicle in the lane beside us, you can be sure 

that some #%#?!! Driver will be there.  Ride Your Own Ride, and be safe.  

 

¶ The Bikers for Christ toy run was our last meeting day ride and was a great success.  Our 

Blue Knightôs Chapter donated $300.00 to the event. 

 

New business: 

 

¶ On March 8, 2008, our scheduled ride is to Jalama Beach for burgers.     

¶ On April 12, 2008, there will be NO meeting as our riders will be in Pacific Grove. 
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Note Date   February 9, 2008 is the date for the next meeting of the Blue Knights CA XVII.  We 

will meet at Mikeôs Fiesta Restaurant at 0800 for breakfast and 0830 for the meeting.  The 

dayôs ride is planned for a trip to the Santa Barbara pier. 
 

¶ NEW MEETING DAY AND TIME:  

Starting with the November meeting, we started holding meetings on the second 

Saturday of the month at 0800 hours.  On that morning, we met at Mikeôs Fiesta 

Restaurant (Victoria &101).  We meet for breakfast at 0800 hours and the meeting 

officially starts at 0830 hours.  This meeting will be followed by a ride.   

 

¶ The annual Furnace Creek Ride is May 1
st
 thru May 4

th
 this year.  Contact Joe Priebe at 

(323) 226-1615.  Make your reservations pronto. 

 

¶ Ken Cozzens and Dick Diaz are planning a Wild West ride to New Mexico May 10
th

 

thru May 16
th

.  The wild part is that there are no reservations.  Sleeping 

accommodations will be hit or miss.  If you are sleeping on the street, you may be hit or 

missed!  Oh, come on; be wild and go on this one. 

 

¶ Mark your Calendars:  June 11-14, 2008__Blue Knightôs Southwest Conference 

        Place:  Santa Fe, New Mexico 

        Contact:  Tom Meserve, 2429 8
th
 Street. Las Vegas, NM, 87701 (tjmeserve@yahoo.com) 

  New Mexico S/W Conference contôé 

 

¶ Phone for reservations:  Front desk: 505-473-4646 or FAX 505-438-0275 and use  

registration code: Blue Knights 2008 

Registration includes: 

¶ A free hospitality room 

¶ A guided ride to Taos Pueblo via the High Road to Taos, NM 

¶ Free BBQ at the FOP Lodge #3 

¶ 2008 SWC Patch, pin, and long sleeve tee shirt 

¶ Santa FE Plaza ñShop till You Drop!ò 

¶ A guided afternoon ride through the Pecos River  Canyon 

¶ A challenging Skills Ride Competition 

¶ All the renewed friendships you can soak up! 

¶ Awards and dinner banquet 

¶ Free use of the health club facilities at the newly remodeled Holiday Inn 

 
Disclaimer:  Early registration for Conference Members ends February 15, 2008 and is $$89.00, and will increase to $115.00 thereafter.  

Registration for spouses, family members, and guests will be $45.00, unlesséthey wish to participate in all events as a rider and desire the 

full registration package.  Room rates at the Holliday Inn are $89.00 per night  unlesséyou bring spouses, family members and or guests.  

Bathing suits are mandatory in Inn pools, spas, and puddles.  Changing or switching rooms without notifying the front desk is forbidden.  

Motorcycles (running or not)are not allowed in rooms, pool, or common areas.  Do not bother the cleaning staff if your motorcycle gets 

dirty on guided  tours.  All offers of a free hospitality room are cancelled if the above restrictions are violated.  Note: no where in this 
announcement does it say PARKING IS FREE!   What happens in Las Vegas, stays in Vegas, howeveréthis is New Mexico. 

 

The January meeting closed with a raffle and 50/50 drawing.  Ken Cozzens won all the 

prizes and I canôt remember who took home the $30.00 cash.  It doesnôt matter; our wives 

donôt read this newsletter. 
 

Upcoming Ride News: 

 

Pacific Grove Ride will be in April this year.  Larry Meyers told us more info is coming but 

for now the ride will start at the McDonaldôs @ Harbor Blvd. at 0900 hours. 

mailto:tjmeserve@yahoo.com


Joe Galanteôs Annual Coast Ride North to Canada will be sometime at the end of June 

2008. 

 

Treasurerôs Report 

 

Our re-elected Treasurer, Dan Kiernan, reports we have $1698.00 in the treasury and $100.00 in 

petty cash. 

 

           Come to the next meeting and plan the rides and events that you want, on the schedule 

you want.  Remember to ñRIDE WITH PRIDE!ò  www.blueknights-ca17.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting Minutes for February 9, 2008 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blue Knights CA XVII 
P.O. Box 5197 

           Ventura, CA 93005 
 

óAs A Blue Knight I pledge to act with honor and pride to promote motorcycling 
and motorcycle safety by being an example of the safe use, operation and 
enjoyment of motorcycles.  I will work at all times to improve the relationship 
between the motorcycling law enforcement community and the general public.  
The fraternal spirit will always guide me in relating to other Blue Knights.ô 
 

Members in Attendance: 
 

 Larry Meyers, Mark Boltinhouse, George Conahey, Ken Cozzens and Ernie Eglin. 
                   
Old business:  

¶ No old business  
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New business: 

 

¶ On March 15, 2008, the Gold Coast Riders will celebrate St. Patrickôs Day.  The Sand and 
Surf ride starts at Cal Coast Motorsports, 5454 Walker Street, Ventura, 805-642-0900.  Sign 

in is at 8:30-10:00 AM and coffee and donuts are provided.  Pre-reg for non-members is 

$16.00 and at the door, $18.00.  KFC lunch is provided.  Mail checks to:  Kelly Hoover, 1109 

Capello Way, Ojai, CA 93023, made out to GWRRA Chapter CA1S.   

¶ On April 12, 2008, there will be NO meeting as our riders will be in Pacific Grove. 

¶ Cal Tex Spring Ride 2008.  April 25-26, 2008 is the date for the ride in Fresno, CA.  Contact 

Bruce Garlock at 559-229-6900.  Accomodations are at the Piccadilly Inn, 2305 W. Shaw 

Ave. Fresno, 93711.  559-226-3850 or 800-468-3587.  The cut-off date for your preferred 

rate is 03-24-2008.   

 

Note 

Date   March 8, 2008 is the date for the next meeting of the Blue Knights CA XVII.  We will meet 

at Mikeôs Fiesta Restaurant at 0800 for breakfast and 0830 for the meeting.  The dayôs 

ride is planned for a trip to the Jalama Bay. 

¶ NEW MEETING DAY AND TIME:  

Starting with the November meeting, we started holding meetings on the second 

Saturday of the month at 0800 hours.  On that morning, we met at Mikeôs Fiesta 

Restaurant (Victoria &101).  We meet for breakfast at 0800 hours and the meeting 

officially starts at 0830 hours.  This meeting will be followed by a ride.   

 

¶ The annual Furnace Creek Ride is May 1
st
 thru May 4

th
 this year .  Contact Joe Priebe at 

(323) 226-1615.  Make your reservations pronto. 

 

¶ Ken Cozzens and Dick Diaz are planning a wild west ride to New Mexico May 10
th

 thru 

May 16
th

.  The wild part is that there are no reservations.  Sleeping accommodations will 

be hit or miss.  If you are sleeping on the street, you may be hit or missed!  Oh, come on, 

be wild and go on this one. 

 

¶ Mark your Calendars:  June 11-14, 2008__Blue Knightôs Southwest Conference 

        Place:  Santa Fe, New Mexico 

        Contact:  Tom Meserve, 2429 8
th
 Street. Las Vegas, NM, 87701 (tjmeserve@yahoo.com) 

  New Mexico S/W Conference contôé 

 

¶ Phone for reservations:  Front desk: 505-473-4646 or FAX 505-438-0275 and use  

registration code: Blue Knights 2008 

Registration includes: 

¶ A free hospitality room 

¶ A guided ride to Taos Pueblo via the High Road to Taos, NM 

¶ Free BBQ at the FOP Lodge #3 

¶ 2008 SWC Patch, pin, and long sleeve tee shirt 

¶ Santa FE Plaza ñShop till You Drop!ò 

¶ A guided afternoon ride through the Pecos River  Canyon 

¶ A challenging Skills Ride Competition 

¶ All the renewed friendships you can soak up! 

¶ Awards and dinner banquet 

¶ Free use of the health club facilities at the newly remodeled Holiday Inn 

 

mailto:tjmeserve@yahoo.com


Disclaimer:  Early registration for Conference Members ends February 15, 2008 and is $$89.00, and will increase to $115.00 thereafter.  

Registration for spouses, family members, and guests will be $45.00, unlesséthey wish to participate in all events as a rider and desire the 
full registration package.  Room rates at the Holliday Inn are $89.00 per night  unlesséyou bring spouses, family members and or guests.  

Bathing suits are mandatory in Inn pools, spas, and puddles.  Changing or switching rooms without notifying the front desk is forbidden.  

Motorcycles (running or not)are not allowed in rooms, pool, or common areas.  Do not bother the cleaning staff if your motorcycle gets 
dirty on guided  tours.  All offers of a free hospitality room are cancelled if the above restrictions are violated.  Note: no where in this 

announcement does it say PARKING IS FREE!   What happens in Las Vegas, stays in Vegas, howeveréthis is New Mexico. 

 

 

2009 WILL BE OUR YEAR TO HOST THE SWC WITH CA XI  AT THE MARRIOT T 
 

 

Februaryôs after meeting ride turned out to be a clear and warm ride down the coast to 

Mulholland Rd. Then up into the Santa Monica Range and across Hidden Valley.  

From there we all split up to do various chores, but what a beautiful day for a ride. 

 

Upcoming Ride News: 

 

Pacific Grove Ride will be in April this year.  We will start at the McDonaldôs @ Harbor 

Blvd. at 0900 hours on Friday April 11
th
 and return on Sunday the 13

th
.  You may still be 

able to get a room at the Light House Inn if you let them know you are a Blue Knight. 

 

Joe Galanteôs Annual Coast Ride North to Canada will be sometime at the end of June, 

2008. 

 

Treasurerôs Report 

 

There was no treasurerôs report this month. 

 

           Come to the next meeting and plan the rides and events that you want, on the schedule 

you want.  Remember to ñRIDE WITH PRIDE!ò  www.blueknights-ca17.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Meeting Minutes for March 8, 2008 
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Blue Knights CA XVII 
P.O. Box 5197 

           Ventura, CA 93005 
 

óAs A Blue Knight I pledge to act with honor and pride to promote motorcycling 
and motorcycle safety by being an example of the safe use, operation and 
enjoyment of motorcycles.  I will work at all times to improve the relationship 
between the motorcycling law enforcement community and the general public.  
The fraternal spirit will always guide me in relating to other Blue Knights.ô 
 

Members in Attendance: 
 

 Larry Meyers, Mark Boltinhouse, George Conahey, Ken Cozzens, Jim Aguirre, Dick 
Diaz, and Dan Kiernan. 

                   
Old business:  

¶ The March club ride after the meeting was well attended.  We rode to Jalama Bay by way of 

Solvang.  From the start, it was a beautiful day, sunny, little traffic, and a little wind.  The 

wind slowed our ride into Solvang and cleared the sky of smog, smoke, and anything that 

flies.  Solvang was crowded because of the annual century ride for bicyclists.  I do apologize 

for making everyone stop in town so that I could buy their famous soft cheese for soft 

pretzels.  OK, I donôt apologize.  I donôt get up that way very often and I love the salted, 

warm dough and tangy cheesyéOn to Nojoqui Falls.  This park is always spectacular to the 

regulars, but amazing to the first timers.  After our big rains this winter, the falls were 

flowing like Yosemiteôs.  Now on to Jalama (which in Indian means: Hold onto that great 

burger and fries or the wind will blow them to Mexico).   Dan Kiernan led the ride home at 

an enjoyable speed with some off freeway side road sites.  All in all, we had a good, safe, 

enjoyable ride.   

 

New business: 

 

¶  On April 12, 2008, there will be NO meeting as our riders will be in Pacific Grove. 

¶ May 3, 2008 is Tom Wolfeôs birthday party at Pine Mountain Inn, 22696 Maricopa Hwy, 
Hwy 33.  A flier was passed around at the meeting so here is the info:  Hawaii BBQ, 70

th
 

birthday of Tomôs.  Ride is $20.00/person, plus $15.00 for meal ticket.  Register by April 12
th
 

at 1110 Bluebell Street, Oxnard, CA 93036 (805) 485-5847 

¶ On April 12, 2008, there will be NO meeting as our riders will be in Pacific Grove. 

¶ Cal Tex Spring Ride 2008.  April 25-26, 2008 is the date for the ride in Fresno, CA.  Contact 

Bruce Garlock at 559-229-6900.  Accommodations are at the Piccadilly Inn, 2305 W. Shaw 

Ave. Fresno, 93711.  559-226-3850 or 800-468-3587.  The cut-off date for your preferred 

rate is 03-24-2008.   

 

Note 

Date   May 10, 2008 is the date for the next meeting of the Blue Knights CA XVII.  We will meet 

at Mikeôs Fiesta Restaurant at 0800 for breakfast and 0830 for the meeting.  The dayôs 

ride is planned for a trip to the Griffith Park Observatory.  

 

¶ The annual Furnace Creek Ride is May 1
st
 thru May 4

th
 this year.  Contact Joe Priebe at 

(323) 226-1615.  Make your reservations pronto. 

 



¶ Ken Cozzens and Dick Diaz are planning a Wild West ride to New Mexico May 10
th

 

thru May 16
th

.  The wild part is that there are no reservations.  Sleeping 

accommodations will be hit or miss.  If you are sleeping on the street, you may be hit or 

missed!  Oh, come on; be wild and go on this one. 

 

¶ Saturday, May 3
rd

 we will ride to Noriegaôs Hotel in Bakersfield for lunch. 

 

¶ Mark your Calendars:  June 11-14, 2008__Blue Knightôs Southwest Conference 

        Place:  Santa Fe, New Mexico 

        Contact:  Tom Meserve, 2429 8
th
 Street. Las Vegas, NM, 87701 (tjmeserve@yahoo.com) 

  New Mexico S/W Conference contôé 

 

¶ Phone for reservations:  Front desk: 505-473-4646 or FAX 505-438-0275 and use  

registration code: Blue Knights 2008 

Registration includes: 

¶ A free hospitality room 

¶ A guided ride to Taos Pueblo via the High Road to Taos, NM 

¶ Free BBQ at the FOP Lodge #3 

¶ 2008 SWC Patch, pin, and long sleeve tee shirt 

¶ Santa FE Plaza ñShop till You Drop!ò 

¶ A guided afternoon ride through the Pecos River  Canyon 

¶ A challenging Skills Ride Competition 

¶ All the renewed friendships you can soak up! 

¶ Awards and dinner banquet 

¶ Free use of the health club facilities at the newly remodeled Holiday Inn 

 
Disclaimer:  Early registration for Conference Members ends February 15, 2008 and is $$89.00, and will increase to $115.00 thereafter.  

Registration for spouses, family members, and guests will be $45.00, unlesséthey wish to participate in all events as a rider and desire the 

full registration package.  Room rates at the Holliday Inn are $89.00 per night  unlesséyou bring spouses, family members and or guests.  
Bathing suits are mandatory in Inn pools, spas, and puddles.  Changing or switching rooms without notifying the front desk is forbidden.  

Motorcycles (running or not)are not allowed in rooms, pool, or common areas.  Do not bother the cleaning staff if your motorcycle gets 

dirty on guided  tours.  All offers of a free hospitality room are cancelled if the above restrictions are violated.  Note: no where in this 
announcement does it say PARKING IS FREE!   What happens in Las Vegas, stays in Vegas, howeveréthis is New Mexico. 

 

Upcoming Ride News: 

 

Pacific Grove Ride will be in April this year.  The ride will start at the McDonaldôs @ 

Harbor Blvd. at 0900 hours April 11
th
. 

 

26th annual Laughlin River Run is April 23-27.  (800) 357-8223/ for booking info: (949) 

502-3434. www.laughlinriverrun.com 

 

 * THE RIDE FOR KIDS *   Sunday, May 4
th

  Fund raiser for Pediatric Brain Tumor 

Foundation.  Meet at McDonalds at Statham Rd and Hwy 1 in Oxnard 0730 hrs.  Ride down 

to Honda Headquarters in Torrance for the big event.  Entertainment, police escorted ride and 

lunch for $35 donation. 

 

Sturgis Rally and Races:  August 4-10
th
 in Sturgis, South Dakota (605) 720-0800 

www.sturgismotorcyclerally.com  

 

Joe Galanteôs Annual Coast Ride North to Canada will be sometime at the end of June 

2008. 

mailto:tjmeserve@yahoo.com
http://www.laughlinriverrun.com/
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Treasurerôs Report 

 

Dan Kiernan reports $697.00 in the treasury and $100.00 in petty cash. 

 

           Come to the next meeting and plan the rides and events that you want, on the schedule 

you want.  Remember to ñRIDE WITH PRIDE!ò  www.blueknights-ca17.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes for April 2008 
 

Blue Knights CA XVII 
P.O. Box 5197 

      Ventura, CA 93005 
 

óAs A Blue Knight I pledge to act with honor and pride to promote motorcycling 
and motorcycle safety by being an example of the safe use, operation and 
enjoyment of motorcycles.  I will work at all times to improve the relationship 
between the motorcycling law enforcement community and the general public.  
The fraternal spirit will always guide me in relating to other Blue Knights.ô 
 

Members in Attendance: 
 

Due to scheduled trips and events there was no local meeting this month, but here are a few notes for 
the month and up -coming activities. 

                   
Old business:  

¶ Pacific Grove ñGood Old Days,ò Letter by Mark Boltinhouse 

 

We all blame or give credit to someone when things happen in our lives and on this occasion, I 

give the credit to Teresa.  On a recent club ride, Dan Kiernan brought his wife along.  She rode 

her own bike.  She impressed me by her bike handling skills, her safe riding skills, and her good 

attitude about motorcycles. 

    My wife, Jean, and I could not celebrate our 39th wedding anniversary at the end of March for 

some reason.  Instead, I asked her if she would like to go to ñThe Good Old Daysò in Pacific 

Grove two weeks later.  I explained that it was a celebration like Conejo Valley Days with a 

parade and local arts and crafts. I said the Blue Knights gather every year for fun at the 



Lighthouse Inn.  She said, ñAnd how would we get there?ò  I reflected on Teresaôs motorcycle 

moxie and said, ñOn the back of my bike.ò  ñI could do that,ò she said.  I assured her she could. 

    During the following month, many assurances occurred.  We made reservations.  I took her for 

her first ride around town on the back.  She held on like a cat held out the window on the 

freeway.  She liked it.  I promised not to lean too much in the corners.  I assured her that I would 

not speed or try to scare her. 

    Friday was a travel day.  We packed the bike with everything she needed and rode up the 101 

to meet Ken Cozzens in Ventura.  We Got Off and Rested (WGOAR) and rode to Santa Barbara 

for breakfast.  After WGOAR, we stopped every hour to get gas and rest. 

    Eight hours later we arrived in Pacific Grove.  Our trip was mainly on the 101 freeway, but we 

took SR154 to see the lake and slow the ride down a bit.  At one point, my wife rode on Kenôs 

Gold Wing for an hour to rest her grip. 

Arriving at the Inn, we met other Blue Knights and enjoyed the BBQ by the pool.  A full 

breakfast of eggs, toast, bagels, oatmeal, cold cereal, coffee, tea, orange juice, and sunshine was 

waiting for us on Saturday morning. 

    Off we went to the parade.  About twenty Blue Knights decorated their bikes and rode in the 

parade.  We saw the locals turn out in good numbers to watch the dignitaries, Girl Scouts, bands, 

and all the entries that make a ñGood Old Daysò parade just that.  An onlooker standing next to 

Ken told us that the Motorcycle competition had been cancelled.  That left us with the rest of the 

day to shop at the midway.  At sundown, we walked the southern tip of the Monterey Bay and 

watched the sunset. 

    Back at the Inn, I spoke with Mike (Doc) Lange, President of Chapter VII about the 

cancellation of the Competition.  He said that the Pacific Grove City Council required the Blue 

Knights to pay $8,000.00 for the motorcycle competition, and more for the traffic control.  Mike 

said that in the future, the California, Washington, and Arizona chapters that attend every year 

might want to chip in to pay for the competition. 

    On Sunday morning, we attended the great breakfast as referred to above.  At checkout, the 

kind folks at the desk took thirty bucks a night off of our bill. We packed our bikes and took off 

for home before they could change their minds. 

    The way home included the beautiful Carmel Valley on G16.  This sixty-mile stretch of 

winding motorcycle road narrows to one lane in places.  The recent rains made the valley lush 

and full of critters.  We even saw a wild turkey.  We rode to highway 101 and WGOAR.  For my 

wifeôs benefit, every hour or so, WGOAR.  In the end, resting was the smart thing to do.  Here it 

is a week later, and we are still talking about how much fun the ride and weekend was.   

      Thanks, Teresa. 

 

Mark Boltinhouse, Secretary 

 

¶ Chapter XI meeting and 2009 SWC planning meeting.  Submitted by Larry Meyers  

 

The Gold Wing Road Riderôs Association (GWRRA) held two events in north Santa Barbara 

county the weekend of April 19th and 20th.  Chapter CA1-L fund raiser and Pirate Treasure 

Hunt was on Saturday in Santa Maria and was a real adventure.  I rode up with retired sheriffôs 

sergeant Jim Moynaugh and we joined the party with over 150 GWRRA members and a few 

other Blue Knights.  The weather was a little cool (read frozen hands- but bearable).  Seems like 

everyone in attendance won a door prize of some kind and one lucky winner walked away with 

close to $300 in 50/50 prize money.   

    After a hearty dinner and a good nightôs stay in Lompoc.  We registered at Chapter CA1-Yôs 

Field of Flowers fund raiser and yes the ride took us into the hills and plenty of fields of flowers.   

We also rode by the recent accident site of  fellow Knight and CHP officer Larry Lovejoy on 

Hwy 154.  Each of us was given a rose to drop off at the site at the beginning of the ride.  After 



doing so BK Chapter CA XI president, Jim Herbertson, and I rode back to Santa Maria for XIôs 

April meeting.   

    BK CAXI and our chapter will be hosting the Southwest Conference (SWC) for 2009.  I have 

already contracted with Marriott Ventura Beach for the hotel.  BK CA XI will be running the 

hospitality room and planning a Solvang ride and BBQ.  Keith Lazz from our chapter is working 

on a ride to and tour of the Regan Presidential Library.  Keep your calendars free for June 3rd 

through 6th, 2009 for the SWC.  We will need to start gathering door prizes, grand prize gifts, 

and see whom we can get to volunteer as a guest speaker at the main banquet dinner on Saturday 

night June 6th, 2009. 

     

 

New business: 

Note 

Date   May 10, 2008 is the date for the next meeting of the Blue Knights CA XVII.  We will meet 

at Mikeôs Fiesta Restaurant at 0800 for breakfast and 0830 for the meeting.  The dayôs 

ride is planned for a trip to the Griffith Park Observatory.  

¶   Mark your Calendars:  June 11-14, 2008  Blue Knightôs Southwest Conference 

 Place:  Santa Fe, New Mexico 

Contact:  Tom Meserve, 2429 8
th
 Street. Las Vegas, NM, 87701 (tjmeserve@yahoo.com) 

  New Mexico S/W Conference Hotel: Phone for reservations:  Front desk: 505-473-4646 or FAX 505-

438-0275 and use registration code: Blue Knights 2008.  There are still rooms available but call 

soon. 

Registration includes: 

¶ A free hospitality room  

¶ A guided ride to Taos Pueblo via the High Road to Taos, NM  

¶ Free BBQ at the FOP Lodge #3  

¶ 2008 SWC Patch, pin, and long sleeve tee shirt  

¶ Santa FE Plaza ñShop till You Drop!ò  

¶ A guided afternoon ride through the Pecos River Canyon  

¶ A challenging Skills Ride Competition  

¶ All the renewed friendships you can soak up!  

¶ Awards and dinner banquet  

¶ Free use of the health club facilities at the newly remodeled Holiday Inn 

 

Upcoming Ride News: 

 

26th annual Laughlin River Run is April 23-27.  (800) 357-8223/ for booking info: (949) 

502-3434. www.laughlinriverrun.com 

 

¶ * THE RIDE FOR KIDS *    Sunday, May 4
th

  Fund raiser for Pediatric Brain Tumor 

Foundation.  Meet at McDonalds at Staham Rd and Hwy 1 in Oxnard 0730 hrs.  Ride 

down to Honda Headquarters in Torrance for the big event.  Entertainment, police 

escorted ride and lunch for $35 donation.  McLaglen Riders perform at 0900hrs sharp. 

 

¶ Saturday, May 17th we will ride to Noriegaôs Hotel in Bakersfield for lunch.  Lunch is $13 

plus tip and menu is what they decide to serve that weekend at 12pm sharp. 

This is Basque family style food and seating.  We will need a head count for reservations. 

 

mailto:tjmeserve@yahoo.com
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¶ Sturgis Rally and Races:  August 4-10
th
 in Sturgis, South Dakota (605) 720-0800 

www.sturgismotorcyclerally.com  

 

 

 

           Come to the next meeting and plan the rides and events that you want, on the schedule 

you want.  Remember to ñRIDE WITH PRIDE!ò  www.blueknights-ca17.org 

 

 

( notes not sent in for May and June Meetings) 

 
Meeting Minutes for July 12, 2008 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blue Knights CA XVII 
P.O. Box 5197 

           Ventura, CA 93005 
 

óAs A Blue Knight I pledge to act with honor and pride to promote motorcycling 
and motorcycle safety by being an example of the safe use, operation and 
enjoyment of motorcycles.  I will work at all times to improve the relationship 
between the motorcycling law enforcement community and the general public.  
The fraternal spirit will always guide me in relating to other Blue Knights.ô 
 

Members in Attendance: 
 

 Larry Meyers, Mark Boltinhouse, George Conahey, Ken Cozzens, Joe Galante, Stan 
Hibdon, Keith Lazz, Gordon Beckwith, John Abbey*, Steve Pack*, Alison Perry*, and 

Dan Kiernan.  *Who are these people?  Come to the next meeting and find out. 
                   
Old business:  

¶ Our new Chapter patch is in the works.  The artwork is finished.  We are waiting on the start-

up fees that range $300 to $400.00. 

 

¶ Larry Meyers, his wife and son went to this yearôs Southwest Conference in Santa Fe, New 
Mexico.  Thanks for representing our Chapter. You can see pictures from this ride on our 

web site. 

 

New business: 

 

¶ June 3
rd
ð6

th
, 2009, We will co-host the 2009 Southwest conference of the Blue Knights.  

Blue Knightôs Chapter CAXI (Santa Maria) will run the hospitality room and plan a Solvang 

Blue Knights 

Law Enforcement Motorcycle Group 

California Chapter XVII 

www.BlueKnights -CA17.org  
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ride and BBQ.  BOL for door prizes, grand prize gifts, and a guest speaker for Saturday night 

June 6
th
, 2009. 

  

¶ The annual Downed Officer ride is Sunday, 08-17-08 at 0845.  Pre-registration is $30.00 for 

single rider/$40.00 for doubles and $5.00 more at the ride.  Registration flyer at 

www.downedofficers.com .  We will meet at 0730 at the Fillmore Starbucks.  Fees include 

ride pin, lunch, poker run, live music, and coffee. 

 

¶ VCDSA is sponsoring the first annual poker run October 12, 2008.  The start will be at the 

new location across from the Government center.  I hope the entrance fee includes pins and 

tee shirts; they have the best.  More detail to come. 

 

¶ July 26, 2008 will be a dinner ride from the Government Center (P-LOT E) at 1730 hours to 

pick up point in Camarillo ( McDonaldôs on Santa Rosa Rd. at 1800) then on to the Thousand 

Oaks Claim Jumper restaurant.  Plan to arrive at 1830 hours with an empty stomach.  Note:  

all servers at this restaurant wear silver badges on their vests just to make us in law 

enforcement feel right at home. 

 

¶  Our Chapterôs photo web fees have been paid for another year by our Chapter President. 

 

Note 

Date   August 9, 2008 is the date for the next meeting of the Blue Knights CA XVII.  We will 

meet at Mikeôs Fiesta Restaurant at 0800 for breakfast and 0830 for the meeting.  The 

overnight ride is planned for Morro Bay. 
 

Upcoming Ride News: 
 

Sturgis Rally and Races:  August 4-10
th
 in Sturgis, South Dakota (605) 720-0800 

www.sturgismotorcyclerally.com  

 

Treasurerôs Report 

 

Dan Kiernan reports $789.00 in the treasury and $100.00 in petty cash. 

 

           Come to the next meeting and plan the rides and events that you want, on the schedule 

you want.  Remember to ñRIDE WITH PRIDE!ò  www.blueknights-ca17.org 
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Meeting Minutes for August 9, 2008 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blue Knights CA XVII 
P.O. Box 5197 

           Ventura, CA 93005 
 

óAs A Blue Knight I pledge to act with honor and pride to promote motorcycling 
and motorcycle safety by being an example of the safe use, operation and 
enjoyment of motorcycles.  I will work at all times to improve the relationship 
between the motorcycling law enforcement community and the general public.  
The fraternal spirit will always guide me in relating to other Blue Knights.ô 
  

Members in Attendance: Larry Meyers, Ken Cozzens, George Fitzgerald, Dan Kiernan, Ed 

Tumbleson, Mark Englander, Rene Machado  

                   

Old business:  
 

The 2009 conference is taking shape with the hotel and rides planned. We still need door prizes 

and sponsors to pay for odds and ends.  We also will need to come up with a guest speaker for 

the Saturday night banquet and awards dinner on June 6, 2009. 

  

 Last monthôs dinner ride was poorly attended but those who made it had a good ride and great 

dinner. 

 

The same crowd that made the dinner ride also made this monthôs after meeting ride to Moro 

Bay.  Ken and Larry had a great ride up the coast and found a couple of little traveled roads to 

interesting places along with great sights along the beaches.  Check out our web site for more 

pictures.   www.blueknights-ca17.org   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Business: 
 

Donôt forget the Downed Officerôs Support Ride, Sunday August 17
th

, 2008.  Go to 

www.downedofficers.com for more info and registration flyer.  The Grand Marshals will be Erik 

Estrada from ñChipsò and TV news star Sharon Tay.  We will leave from in front of Fillmore 

Blue Knights 

Law Enforcement Motorcycle Group 

California Chapter XVII 

www.BlueKnights -CA17.org  

http://www.blueknights-ca17.org/
http://www.downedofficers.com/


Starbuckôs at 0730 hrs to be in Valencia at 0800 for registration and memorial services.  A poker 

run and BBQ is included as well as a live band. 

 

September 13
th

, 2008 is the date for the next meeting of the Blue Knights CA XVII.  We will 

meet at Mikeôs Fiesta Restaurant at 0800 for breakfast and 0830 for the meeting.  The dayôs ride 

is a surprise being planned by Ed and will be e-mailed later before the meeting. 

 

Upcoming Ride News: 
  

August dinner ride to B.J. Micro Brewery in Valencia August 27
th

.  Meeting at 6 PM or 1800 

hrs. in front of Fillmoreôs Starbuckôs Coffee Hwy 126 @ A St. 

 

Sunday, September 7, 2008 The Big Run III -Big Brothers and Sisters of Ventura County 

Poker Run Registration at www.thebigrun.org 0830 Ventura Harley 1326 Del Norte, Camarillo - 

BBQ and Band at Camarillo Grove Park 

 

September dinner ride will be the 15
th

 to Goleta at the Beach Side Café.  Please RSVP Ed 

Tumbleson so he can make reservations.  E-mail www.edtumbleson@aol.com  

We will meet at the County Government Center parking Lot ñEò at 6PM or 1800 hrs and take a 

nice costal route.  Eat dinner while the sun sets over the Pacific and then ride home under a full 

moon (Harvest Moon). 

 

October 12
th

 will be the first annual Charity Poker Run for VCDSA.  The Sheriffôs Association 

will hold the affair and BBQ starting and ending at the new association building on Victoria 

located across form the Govôt Center.  Keep this date in mind.  There will be lots of door prizes 

and a fun run.  

 
                Come to the next meeting and plan the rides and events that you want, on the schedule you want.  Remember to 
ñRIDE WITH PRIDE!ò  www.blueknights-ca17.org  
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Meeting Minutes for September 13, 2008 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blue Knights CA XVII 
P.O. Box 5197 

           Ventura, CA 93005 
 

óAs A Blue Knight I pledge to act with honor and pride to promote motorcycling 
and motorcycle safety by being an example of the safe use, operation and 
enjoyment of motorcycles.  I will work at all times to improve the relationship 
between the motorcycling law enforcement community and the general public.  
The fraternal spirit will always guide me in relating to other Blue Knights.ô 
 

Members in Attendance: 
 

 Larry Meyers, Mark Boltinhouse, Ed Tumbleson, Ernie Elgin, and Dick Diaz. 
                   
Old business:  

¶ Our Chapterôs dinner ride, 09-15-08, to Beach Side Café in Goleta was well attended.  Six 

members and some with their significant others enjoyed great food, great weather, and a 

harvest moon over a calm Santa Barbara channel.  Look for pictures on our website.  For 

future reference, the address of the Beachside Café is 5905 Sandspit Rd. Goleta Beach, 805-

964-7881. 

 
 

Blue Knights 

Law Enforcement Motorcycle Group 

California Chapter XVII 

www.BlueKnights -CA17.org  



New business: 

 

¶ June 3
rd
ð6

th
, 2009, We will co-host the 2009 Southwest conference of the Blue Knights.  

Blue Knightôs Chapter CAXI (Santa Maria) will run the hospitality room and plan a Solvang 

ride and BBQ.  BOL for door prizes, grand prize gifts, and a guest speaker for Saturday night 

June 6
th
, 2009.  

¶ VCDSA is sponsoring the first annual poker run October 12, 2008.  The start will be at the 

new location across from the Government center.  I hope the entrance fee includes pins and 

tee shirts; they have the best.  See website www.vcdsa.org for flyer and more info. 

¶  Our Chapterôs web fees have been paid for another year by our President 

 

Note 

Date   October 11, 2008 is the date for the next meeting of the Blue Knights CA XVII.  We will 

meet at Mikeôs Fiesta Restaurant at 0800 for breakfast and 0830 for the meeting. 

 

 

Memberôs Corner:    Share your recent ride story or other Motorcycle info. 

 

So who needs a reason for a ŶRoad Tripŷ? 
Dick Diaz 

 
So who needs a reason for a ñRoad Tripò?  Well, I donôt usually, but this road trip was 
inspired by a need to drive a Toyota truck across the country to Ohio to give my 16 year 
old grandson, Michael, in Springfield, Ohio.  He flew out to California and rode back with 
me.  I could have flown home, but then I came up with the idea of incorporating a road 
trip with this delivery of the truck.  The problem I had now was how do I get my 1999, 
Honda, Valkyrie Interstate to Ohio for me to ride home since the truck I was driving was 
barely bigger than my Valkyrie?  I resolved this by renting a 5ô X 9ô UHAUL ramp trailer 
similar to those you see loaded everyday around Ventura County with gardening 
equipment.  I talked the UHAUL dealer into giving me the trailer a day early and had the 
bike loaded and secured within 1/2 hour with barely 4 inches to spare to close the ramp.  
Damn that is a big bike!  Total weight of the loaded trailer was right at 2,000 lbs which I 
felt was pretty tolerable for the four cylinder truck.  On the morning I was to leave the 
starter went out in the truck and a call to AAA for a tow to the mechanic to have the 
truck there when he opened was key to having truck on the road by 10:00 AM with a 
new starter!  Of course I had to now disconnect the trailer loaded, with the motorcycle, 
before the truck could be towed, or placed on a hydraulic lift at the garage! 
 
The trip out towing the trailer was uneventful except for the weather!  We encountered 
the worse thunderstorm I have ever been in just outside of Tucumcari, New Mexico. 
Michael was driving and there was very little visibility due to the dark rain clouds that 
seemed to be right on the road, lightning and horrendous winds driving what must have 
been at least 2-4 inch and hour rainfall.  Water built on the road rapidly and runoff was 
the flash flood type on both sides of the road.  We were forced to the shoulder with all 
the other vehicles, including a motorcycle riding behind us that we could no longer see 
(we never saw him again so I donôt know his fate).  After a few moments sitting worrying 
about hydroplaning semis we changed drivers and moved forward slowly until we drove 
out of the storm.  That was a good wakeup call for me! I then began to think about how 
to read the weather better and plan on what I would do if I was caught in such a storm 

http://www.vcdsa.org/


on my bike.  We pulled into Springfield, Ohio a couple of days later without any 
mechanical difficulties, or other nasty weather. 

I preplanned my return route, no GPS for me just AAA maps (verifying distances with 
Mapquest), through the northern route so that I didnôt have to return the same way I 
drove to Ohio and this would allow me to see some country I havenôt seen before.  The 
drive out was 2,222 miles taking mostly I-40, I-44 and I-70 and driving a dismal 55-65 
miles per hour since I was towing a trailer. 

My return trip, however, was 2,438 miles since I elected to stay off of I-70 as much as 
possible by diverting to the scenic ñCoast to Coastò U.S. 50 just outside of Kansas City, 
Missouri and reentered I-70 at Grand Junction, Colorado where it merges with U.S. 50 
until Salina, Utah and it again leaves to be an independent road.  U.S. 50 is one of the 
longest highways in the United States and stretches from Ocean City, Maryland, to San 
Francisco. The coast-to-coast highway is reported to be approximately 3,073 miles long. 

I chose to ride a relatively short span of U.S. 50, approximately 870 miles through 
Kansas and Colorado. I did this in the interest of time, but would like to ride the entire 
route sometime.  Once in Utah, and to avoid I-70 and I-15, I traveled down scenic U.S. 
89 to State Route 14 and into Cedar City and then to St. George, Utah now on I-15.  In 
the town of Panguitch I diverted to Bryce Canyon National Park for the sights before 
continuing on to St. George, UT.   

¶ Donôt: Donôt tow your motorcycle covered!  I did the first 500 miles and the 
flapping of the cover dulled some of the finish on my bike, pulled loose the ñIò in 
the Valkyrie on the trunk and knocked off one of the speaker armrest pads on the 
rear speakers.  

¶ Best Time of Year to Ride: Not sure since winter is brutal and from about May 
to July there is always the threat of tornados.  August seemed good even though 
it was not unheard of to have a tornado, but rain is always expected.  Somehow I 
missed all the humidity, but my daughter told me the day after I left Ohio the 
humidity and rain hit there.  My opinion is to go whenever you can and 
experience it!   

¶ Myth: One rumor I had always heard is the entry fee into a National Park was 
good for 7-days and for any of the National Parks in the system. Well not true!  
The $25 fee for Bryce Canyon was only good for Bryce Canyon for 7-days. This 
caused me to blow off visiting Zion and paying to enter the park for another $25. 

¶ Fuel:  Fuel from Ohio to Kansas contained 10% Ethanol.  I noticed it was about 
30 cents cheaper per gallon, but I may have gotten a little less mileage per 
gallon.  The mileage was not significant and didnôt affect performance of the bike.   

¶ Weather:  I planned for everything since this has been a crazy weather year all 
over the country.  Rain gear was essential!  Sunscreen necessary.  I only brought 
my summer jacket, but dressing in layers and wearing my leather vest helped 
with keeping me warm in the early part of the day.   

¶ Lodging:  I prefer Holiday Inn Expresses since it has been my experience they 
remain pretty consistent in cleanliness, comfort and the complimentary breakfast.  
When I travel with Ken he prefers the ñBates Motelò type of lodging.  I made no 
reservations and was only declined once, in Amarillo, Texas, because the hotel 
was full. 

¶ Nearly Unavoidable Major Cities: Albuquerque, Amarillo, Oklahoma City, 
Tulsa, St. Louis, Indianapolis, Kansas City.   



¶ Photos:  Of course I took a camera, but this presents a problem when you travel 
alone.  In my case it looks like the only one on this trip was my Valkyrie!  I did 
learn to have people I met take pictures of me and the bike together so that I 
could prove I was actually riding the Valkyrie! 

 
Day 1 493 miles: My goal today was to ride from Springfield, OH to Columbia, MO. I 
rode I-70 out of Springfield, Ohio, with a 40% chance of rain predicted around 
Indianapolis, IN increasing to 70% in St. Louis and Columbus, MO. I quickly left Ohio 
and rode through the states of Indiana, Illinois and ½ ways into Missouri before I 
stopped for the night in Columbia, MO.  Although I-70 is a fast-paced two-lane road the 
area on either side was beautiful farmland and the weather comfortable. St. Louis is a 
little difficult to negotiate since it is so large and there is a tremendous amount of traffic 
for a long ways as you negotiate this large city.  For this reason I avoided stopping at 
the famous Arch in St. Louis.  It was in this stretch that I had my first rare encounter with 
two friendly Harley riders from Louisiana at a truck stop.  They were on their way to 
Sturgis and were a day behind due to a breakdown (surprise)! They were good guys 
and appeared interested in my trip, but they were hard to understand because of their 
accents!  I also gained an hour in the area of Indianapolis today. 
 
Day 2 459 miles:  My goal today was to ride from Columbia, MO to Dodge City, KS. 
Today I was excited to know that I would be leaving I-70 and entering U.S. 50 enroute 
to Dodge City, KS.  First though I had to ride approximately 125 miles before I reached 
I-470 which took me to I-435 and I-35 which would take me south and around Kansas 
City, MO and Kansas City, KS. Both cities were so large that it took me a long time to 
leave their reaches before I entered U.S. 50 just past Emporia, KS. I found U.S. 50 to 
be everything that US Route 66 wasnôt when I rode that a couple of years ago. The road 
is well-maintained with plenty of small towns, but somewhat dying towns, to visit along 
its route.  U.S. 50 is mostly one-lane in each direction with a primarily 65 MPH speed 



limit except when entering small towns when it ñstair steps to 35 MPH. The towns all 
had a paved main street and all other streets were either a combination of gravel and 
dirt or brick.  The weather was cool for the first half of the ride, but very comfortable. 
Funny thing about Missouri is that for being pretty well-known as a strong ñbible beltò 
state, and there were a lot of churches, but there were also a lot of ñAdult Porn 
Superstoresò and ñFireworks Superstoresò throughout the state on both I-44 and I-70.  
Unfortunately I never found Kitty, or Marshall Dillon in Dodge City, or Dorothy, Auntie 
Em and that cute dog Toto in the flat farm lands of Kansas. 
 

Day 3 443 miles: My goal today was to ride from Dodge City, KS to Gunnison, CO. The 
weather Channel was reporting 40% chance of rain in Dodge City by 6:00 AM and 
similar weather across Western Kansas and Eastern Colorado.  Concerned about this 
weather I tossed and turned all night and when I awoke at 4:00 AM it was still dry 
outside.  The hotel breakfast was not until 6:30 AM so rather than wait for the rain I 
thought I would leave and ride as far as I could on the dry pavement.  It was still dark 
when I left at 5:40 AM (with two bananas from the kitchen for breakfast) and stayed that 
way for the next hour as I rode towards Garden City, KS.  This is cattle country and on 
both sides of the road I could smell the cattle in the large feed yards.  Because of the 
darkness I could only barely make out their silhouetted shapes and guessed there were 
thousands of them moving about and creating dust that I first mistook for fog.  Just as 
daylight approached I saw that it was very dark overhead from the rain clouds and then 
the first drops hit my windscreen.  The rest of the trip into Gunnison was an ñE-Ticket 
ride!ò  I worried about hitting deer on the roadway while I rode in the total darkness of 
what was a pretty desolate road.  The stress of the first couple of hours riding gave me 
a sore stomach, I was also hungry since I had missed breakfast, made it an easy choice 
to stop at a McDonalds in Garden City, KS to have something to eat and call home.  As 
I pulled in I saw another motorcycle parked outside, but didnôt see another rider inside 
until an old farmer wearing heavy canvass type coveralls approached me and started 
talking to me about my bike and asking me if I was in town for the ñPoker Run?ò  Well 
he was the rider of the bike outside and despite the rain there was going to be a poker 
run today.  This is a good time to mention that I didnôt see another Valkyrie on this entire 
trip and the Valkyrie inspired a lot of conversation from total strangers that usually 
began with, ñNice bike!  What is it?ò   

About 22 miles outside of Garden City is the town of Holcomb.  Holcomb is infamous as 
the site of a well-publicized premeditated mass murder. On November 15, 1959 a family 
of four were robbed and murdered and their murder eventually was the plot for a book 
titled ñIn Cold Bloodò written in 1966 by Truman Capote and later into a 1967 movie and 
1996 miniseries. The book details the 1959 slaying of Herbert Clutter 48 yrs, a wealthy 
farmer from Holcomb, Kansas; his wife Bonnie 45 yrs, and two children; Nancy 16 yrs. 
and Kenyon 25 yrs. The killers, two parolees, Richard "Dick" Hickock and Perry Smith 
while in the Kansas State Penitentiary had heard from another inmate, who had worked 
at the farm, that Herbert Clutter had large amounts of cash stored in a safe at his home.  
When they were paroled they drove to the farm to rob and kill the family.  The safe was 
not found and both were arrested six weeks later in Las Vegas, Nevada for the murders.  
Both were hanged in Lansing, Kansas at the Kansas State Penitentiary, on April 14, 
1965.  As I rode through this rural landscape I thought about how safe most people feel 
living in the country and on the isolation of their farms and wondered if many people 
living here remembered the murders. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1966_in_literature
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Truman_Capote
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holcomb,_Kansas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kansas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parole
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_%22Dick%22_Hickock
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Perry_Smith_(murderer)


As I entered Eastern Colorado the rain became more intense until Pueblo, CO where I 
had a slight respite until I started over the Southern Rockies.  The rain again began and 
the temperature dropped to around 48 degrees as I climbed over Monarch Pass 
(11,312ô).  The peaks were covered in snow from this and the previous dayôs storms.  
There was signs posted warning of deer and for motorcyclist to use caution.  Since the 
signs werenôt just for rainy days I knew this would be even a more treacherous ride in 
the cold and the rain.  Then miraculously, just as I entered the valley before Gunnison 
the rain stopped and the temperature warmed to 80 degrees.  As I parked my bike in 
front of my hotel I saw many more bikes heading westbound with riders all clad in their 
rain gear.  I gained another hour in Colorado and was now only 1-hour ahead of home.  
 
Day 4 348 miles:  My goal today was to ride from Gunnison, CO to Richfield, UT.  
When I left Gunnison at 7:10 AM it was 39 degrees!  Knowing that Richfield was 
predicting 90 degrees I tried to dress in layers.  I virtually froze my butt off from 
Gunnison to Montrose, CO.  While crossing over the mountains I saw the frequent deer 
warning signs and soon oncoming motorist were flashing their headlamps at me.  Of 
course in California that means a police car up ahead, but here I soon learned it meant 
deer or cattle in, or near the roadway.  My first close encounter was a doe not 30 feet 
from me trying to decide whether to climb an embankment, or run out and trash my 
bike.  I slowed and when I thought it was safe I passed by her still wondering what she 
should do.  I saw other deer running up the mountain slopes and some open range 
cattle just off of the roadway (this also warranted a warning from an oncoming motorist).  
This would also be my last day on U.S. 50 and soon it would merge with I-70 at Grand 
Junction, CO and be virtually indistinguishable from I-70 until Salina, UT where it 
became its own road as it continued west.  Western Colorado and Utah are pretty 
barren around this area.  Even the Colorado River looked like the Sespe Creek, but way 
muddier.  The red cliffs were awesome and the many scenic view parking areas 
provided spectacular views of canyons and cliffs.  At one of these I was taking pictures 
of the cliffs with my Valkyrie in the foreground when a man about my age walked around 
my bike a couple of times before he asked if I was a former Marine (he noticed the gold 
globe and anchor emblems on each side of the bike) and soon we discovered common 
ground through our service.  Now here I was in the middle of Utah and this brother 
Marine turns out lives in Hemet, CA and is a golfing buddy of a good friend of mine who 
also lives in Hemet.  Next thing I know his wife is taking my picture, with my Valkyrie, 
and those red cliffs in the background.  At another scenic area a Harley (Ultra Glide) 
rider pulled right next to me and we also visited.  He was from Arizona and like me his 
wife doesnôt ride so he takes a 2-3 week trip each year by himself.  He was on his way 
home from Minnesota!  A friendly guy and not one ñHarleyò breakdown story from him.   



 
 
Day 5 & 6 284 miles:  My goal today was to ride from Richfield, UT to St. George, UT 
where I would stay for a couple of days seeing Bryce Canyon and Zion National Parks 
(remember the myth!). After a few miles on I-70 I headed south on U.S. 89 alongside 
the heavily flowing Sevier River and a lot of farms.  The road virtually went through a 
canyon that made the ride a little cold, but I enjoyed it.  Still plenty of deer crossing 
warning signs but my only hazard here was, at two locations; bails of hay in the road 
that had fallen off a truck and broken up in my lane a little counter steering and I was 
past the hazard!  This was also recreational ATV riding country.  There were plenty of 
businesses renting ATVôs and touring packages available.  When I reached Panguich, 
UT I headed towards Bryce Canyon.  After paying my $25 to enter the park I enjoyed 
about an 18 mile loop with plenty of turnouts to view the canyon and its awesome wind, 
rain and snow made sculptures in the red cliffs.  I even had some tourist take my 
picture.  Leaving Bryce Canyon I continued south on U.S. 89 and decided to go over 
Utah State Route 14 (41 miles) to Cedar City and see Zion the next day since I couldnôt 
handle two parks in one day!  State Route 14 was beautiful with a lot of volcanic rock 
terrain, pine trees and meadows. I climbed to 10,000ô before dropping into Cedar City 
and that dreaded heat of 102 degrees for the next hour into St. George.  I-15 was also 
the pits with a lot of very fast running traffic, mostly trucks, and plenty of Utah State 
Highway Patrol.  The stress of the traffic and heat took a toll on me making it an early 
night.  The next day I headed to Zion National Park (remember the myth) and soon 
learned that I would have to pay another $25 to enter the park!  Notoriously cheap I 
turned around and went back to St. George.  Since it was too late to start home I used 
the day to prepare for leaving the next day.  I did enter Snow Canyon State Park in St. 
George and found it to be worth seeing, I even skated the $5 entry fee since the gate 
was unmanned.  I took in a movie, Pineapple Express, which was not that good, but the 
theater was air conditioned.  



 
Day 7 411 miles:  My goal today was to get home to Fillmore from St. George, UT. The 
day before checked the National Weather Service website and the NWS was predicting 
104 degrees in Las Vegas, 108 degrees in Baker and 100 degrees in Barstow for my 
ride home!  I went out and purchased two neck bandanas, the kind you soak in water 
and wear around your neck to cool your body. I bought water and Gatorade then I filled 
my ice chest with ice the night before and again in the morning.   
 
This anxiety allowed for a terrible nightôs sleep and I found myself on the road at 3:45 
AM in an effort to miss as much of this heat as possible.  Since it was dark the first 
couple of hours and pretty dangerous for a motorcycle to be on I-15 I pulled about 100 
yards behind an eighteen wheeler hauling pipe and followed him all the way to Las 
Vegas hoping that his high profile would offer me some protection.  It did and I rolled 
safely into Las Vegas at daybreak.  He realized what I was doing and gave me plenty of 
warning of lane changes for hazards.  As he turned off I gave him a ñthanksò wave.   
 
A short pit stop for fuel, potty, food and I am on the road again and not stopping again 
until about 40 miles outside of Barstow at a rest stop.  I then stopped in Barstow for fuel 
and didnôt stop again until reaching Pearblossom and the McDonaldôs at around 10:15 
AM missing all the predicted heat!  I was very proud of myself and thought a chocolate 
shake was in order.   
 
As I was ordering a chocolate shake one of those ñBig Dogò choppers pulled in with a 
duffle bag precariously strapped to the rear fender.  The rider and I struck up a 
conversation about riding and our travels.  Now this guy, a Native American from 
Oklahoma, had ridden that chopper all the way to Sturgis and was now on his way 
home.  We both discovered we were former Marines, Vietnam Veterans, and serving 
nearly at the same time.  Like law enforcement, Marines have a strong life-long bond 
that usually starts a conversation about our service.  This guy had been in the trenches 
while I served in the air but he didnôt hold that against me and after I gave him one of 
my unused bandanas he held out his hand, gave me a hug and said, ñWelcome home 
brother.ò  Meeting him kind of struck something inside of me and the rest of the ride 
home was just a little more relaxed for me.  I pulled into my driveway at 11:45 AM to an 
empty house, but that was ok by me because now I felt I should treat myself to a NAP!  
Oh one more thing, I could have only done this ñbreakdown freeò ride on a Honda and 
could not imagine riding any other brand bike in the conditions I did. 
 

NO treasurerôs report for this meeting. 

 

           Come to the next meeting and plan the rides and events that you want, on the schedule 

you want.  Remember to ñRIDE WITH PRIDE!ò  www.blueknights-ca17.org 
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Blue Knights CA XVII 
P.O. Box 5197 

           Ventura, CA 93005 
 

óAs A Blue Knight I pledge to act with honor and pride to promote motorcycling 
and motorcycle safety by being an example of the safe use, operation and 
enjoyment of motorcycles.  I will work at all times to improve the relationship 
between the motorcycling law enforcement community and the general public.  
The fraternal spirit will always guide me in relating to other Blue Knights.ô 
 

Members in Attendance: 
 

 Larry Meyers, Mark Boltinhouse, Ed Tumbleson, Ernie Eglin, and Dan Kiernan. 
                   
Old business:  
        

      VCDSA Poker Run/Fund Raiser was October 12.  Eleven Blue Knights #XVII were there 

and some brought their better halves.  The ride was long for a poker run but enjoyable and safe.  

Past Sheriff, Larry Carpenter, cooked the BBQ meat and did a masterful job of it.  However, 

something went terribly wrong with the raffle drawings.  Somehow Ken Cozzens won (and went 

home with) (6) six $96.00, 3ò pocket knives, a three pound, BBQôd Tri-tip steak, and another 

prize this jealous writer canôt remember.  Others won prizes too.  

      Larry Meyers won stuff, Joe Galanteôs wife, Susan, won $100.00 CASH, and Jean 

Boltinhouse won a BBQôd Tri-tip steak.  (Kenôs Tri-tip was not won by him.  It was a gift from 

Brian McDonald of OPD, a well-known vegetarian for whom the very sight of the bloody-red 

meat makes him nauseous.)  Next year remind me to give all my raffle tickets to Lucky Ken.  

That being said, I did receive the ride-sponsorôs swag -- a key chain and official pen.    

     The ride was well attended as I counted sixty bikes, plus or minus a few.  We will report how 

much the VCDSA raised as soon as we find out. 
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